Pronunciation and Phonetics
Guidelines for Russian
Steven Clancy
<sclancy@fas.harvard.edu>

SECTION ONE

Basic Vowels in Russian
Keep in mind that the ten vowel letters of Russian represent five basic vowel sounds:

hard soft

series series phoneme
BI " i/

] e /el

a o /a/

0 é /o/

y 10 /u/

You may sometimes hear the “soft series” vowels called “soft vowels”, but this is not really the
case. Softness is a matter of a difference of pronunciation in the preceding consonant (see
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below). The soft series vowels are just a way of spelling these additional consonantal sounds in
Russian. Qualitatively, we are dealing with identical vowel sounds regardless of the character
used to spell them with the exception' of u and &1, which do have a difference in quality in their
pronunciation.

For endings, keep in mind that hard stems and soft stems will have the following
correspondences: a/s, y/to, si/u, but o/e (or o/€ if stressed). And that frequently there is an
alternation between e/€ when it is a matter of unstressed/stressed. This corresponds to the
pronunciation rule that you only pronounce o/¢ with their full sound when they are stressed,
otherwise, vowel reduction takes place.

Soft series vowels and j-glides

In word initial position or after vowels or b/b, the soft series vowels have a j-glide sound (like
the Engl y in yelp, yonder, yo, yule, etc.) preceding them. The only exception is that u is not
preceded by a j-glide in initial position, but does have one after vowels or »/b (as in Mou ‘my’
Npl, Boun ‘warrior’, cratsn ‘article’ Gsg).

" It’s very difficult to say always or never about anything in Russian. However, I can confidently say that in any domain in Russian there is
always an exception and there is never a smooth, orderly, simple rule. Russian is, by and large, a very structured and orderly language, but there
are always exceptions!
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Consonants: Voiced/Voiceless

Voicing refers to the presence (voiced sounds) or absence (voiceless or devoiced sounds) of
vocal cord vibration when you produce a particular sound. Cover your ears with your hands and
pronounce the English sounds /s/ and /z/ and now pronounce /t/ and /d/. You’ll notice a loud
buzzing sound in your head with /z/ and /d/. These are the voiced sounds. Now, pronounce these
sounds again and notice that your tongue and lips don’t do anything different when pronouncing
/s/ and /z/ or when pronouncing /t/ and /d/. The only (or at least the main) distinction between
these two sounds is the presence or absence of vocal cord vibration. In Russian there are 6 paired
voiced/voiceless sounds that work this way; only vocal cord vibration distinguishes the sounds.
Try to pronounce all of them with your hands over your ears and hear the differences. In
addition, there are 4 voiceless, but unpaired consonants and 4 voiced, but unpaired consonants.
Also, all the vowels are voiced. Vowel sounds always use vocal cord vibration unless we
whisper (try that out too!).
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Paired Unpaired
Voiced/Voiceless Voiced/Voiceless
§) I X
B ¢ 11
r K il
I T q
xK 11 b
3 c M
H
p

Keep in mind that final consonants are devoiced, so 6 > m (x;me6), 1 > T (ropox), etc. in
pronunciation, but not in writing®. Also, keep in mind that clusters of consonants together will
either be all voiced or all voiceless depending on the quality of the final consonant in the group
(pyt6on [bymbon], sx3amen [sr3amen], mpocsda [mposbba], Boaka [BoTka)). Preposmons are
considered part of the word that follows and are also subJect to these rules: B Tearp [prearp], B
mkony [¢uikony]. The exception to the cluster rule is B, which will devoice in a cluster, but
which will not cause voicing (B kuHo [pxuHO], but 10 cBUIaHMS [KOCBUAAHNSA]).

The only place where devoicing is spelled in Russian is when voiced prefixes combine with a voiceless root, e.g., 6e3- becomes Gec- when
combined with a voiceless initial root consonant. Some examples include: 6ecruiatao (6e3 ‘without’ miaT ‘pay’ < miaTuth ‘pay’, but 6e30macHsIit
‘safe’ < 0e3 ‘without’ + omacHslil ‘dangerous’ or mpoucxoauTh/mpou3oiTy ‘take place, happen’ with prefixes npo and u3.
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SECTION TWO

Hard and Soft Consonants

You have learned that Russian has “hard” and “soft” consonants, but you may still be at a loss as
to what this means. Hard and soft are metaphors for describing these Russian sounds, so don’t be
surprised you have no natural instincts about what exactly is hard or soft in a particular sound.
The hardness and softness of a consonant refer to the quality of pronunciation for that consonant.
We also refer to this phenomenon as palatalization and talk about non-palatalized (= hard) and
palatalized (= soft) sounds. This description is more useful in the sense that you make the
soft/palatalized sounds by raising the mid part of your tongue up to the palate in order to
palatalize/soften the sound. We talk about Russian softness/palatalization as “secondary
palatalization” because you still make the sound the way you do for the hard variety’, but you
include an additional element of palatalization by raising the middle of your tongue to the palate.

For consononants with hard and soft varieties, there are two ways to pronounce the consonant
based on the environment you find it in (what vowels or other consonants occur after it). For
some consonants, there is only a hard variety or only a soft variety, but 12 consonants are paired
for hardness/softness with all vowels and sometimes in word final position and 3 more

? The sounds p/ps and /716 are exceptions. They are quite different in the method of pronunciation, but the soft ps
and 11p are still made with ample palatalization with the tongue.
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consonants (K, T, X) are soft when followed by u or e; but hard when followed by a/o/y, Keep in
mind the spelling rules, you cannot write 5, 1, 10 after r, k, X.

Paired
Hard Soft Examples
IIb 1, b, 1A, 113, 10, Jbl, 1Y — VS. — Ib, 15, 1, A&, AU, 0
Tb etc.
3b
Ch
Hb
Ob
b
Bb
¢bb
Mb
pb
b
Others
r ru,re T, Ta, To,Ty — VS. — TH, T¢
K KM, K€ K, Ka, KO, Ky — VS. — KH, K¢

)=|

0O 2B wE HE VT 0w
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X XM, X€ X, Xa, X0, Xy — VS. — XU, X&

Keep in mind that soft consonants will be followed by a soft series vowel or the soft sign (or
sometimes consonants in a cluster with the final consonant being soft). Otherwise, you may
assume that a consonant is hard*.

Russian Cyrillic uses these 15 consonant characters with the 10 vowel characters and the hard
and soft signs rather than having 27-30 consonant characters. Otherwise, you’d have about 41
letters to learn in the Russian Cyrillic alphabet rather than 33, but do keep in mind that hardness
and softness is about the consonants, not about the vowels.

* You may have noticed that the hard sign is fairly rarely used (chects, mogbexath). Prior to the orthographic (i.e.,
spelling) reforms after the Russian Revolution, there were some additional letters in use and all words ending in a
consonant either had a soft sign » or a hard sign b at the end. After the reforms, the decision was made to assume
that consonants not marked for softness are hard. In the old system, cron and ropos, were written crons and ropoab
and cHer looked like cubrs with a different variety of e, the so-called jat”: 5. This e-sound is one that didn’t become
& when stressed, so you can tell where this once was in words such as cuer, mecrto, x1e0, etc. (cabrs, mbcto,
xnb0b). Additionally, what we now call the TBepapii 3Hak (b) and the msarkmii 3Hak (b) were short vowels,
something like T and 0.



Pronunciation and Phonetics Guidelines for Russian
Steven Clancy <sclancy@fas.harvard.edu>

3 Spelling Rules

In case you’ve forgotten them, refresh your memory regarding the three spelling rules (you need
to know these rules to correctly choose endings in nouns, adjectives, and verbs)
7-letter rule
1. Don’t write bl but m after r, K, X, K, 4, 111, III.
8-letter rule
2. Don’t write s1 but a and not 10 but y after r, x, X, %k, 4, I, I, II.
S-letter rule
3. Don’t write unstressed o, but e after x, 4, 1, 111, 1I.

velar sounds | husher sounds

/ r K X | 4 w uw
M not bl

8
anotfl | r K X | X 4 W Ww|u
y not 10

5

o6 or X 4 Wwoow|u
e not o
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Consonants that are always hard

X, 11, 11 are always hard

There is no variation in pronunciation depending on the following vowel (>ku, mm are hard, so
the vowel is pronounced as »1) or even the presence of the soft sign (Tei-form of verbs -emib/-
€1Ib/-UIIB ).

Consonants that are always soft

9, 11, i are always soft

There is no variation in pronunciation depending on the following vowel (ua, ma are soft, the
vowel is part of the spelling rules).

Origins of soft consonants

The palatalized consonants have their origins in several historical sound changes over the history
of Russian. The vowels sounds /i/ and /e/ made in the front part of your mouth as well as the
glide sound /j/ caused these changes over several rounds during the history of Russian. In one
early sound change, k, T, X gave rise to 4, x, 1 when followed by an u or e or a ii. In another
round of changes, K, r, X gave rise to 11, 3b, cb. Another change brought about alternations of c¢/m,
3/%, T/4, A/%, n/xna, 1/m, cr/m, ck/uy and the labial sounds 6/6m, n/mn, B/Bi, ¢/dn, and m/mo.
Originally all of these sounds were soft, but x, m1, and 11 have hardened over time. You’ll notice
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that historical softenings/palatalizations are what yielded all of the sounds we call “hushers” and
that these sounds are involved in all of the spelling rules. Eventually, almost all consonant
sounds that occurred before u, e, and » developed a secondary soft/palatalized pronunciation.
When other changes in the language occurred that led to the loss of the vowels » and b, there
were new environments for hard and soft sounds to occur in and the system of paired hard/soft
consonants came to the fore. As you can imagine, the full history of these changes is much
longer and more involved!

Hard and Soft Consonants are Different!

We say that palatalization is phonemic in Russian, meaning that hard and soft consonants are
significantly different and can change the meaning of words. For instance, Opar with hard T is
‘brother’, but 6pats with soft b is ‘take’. The word mopo3 with hard 3 is ‘frost, freezing
weather’ and mopo3p with soft 36 is the imperative of the verb ‘freeze’ as in the Russian folk
song, “Oii Mopo3, mopo3! He mopo3b mens!” ‘O frost, frost! Don’t freeze me!’.

Palatalization: Theory vs. Practice

This is enough to alert you to the phenomenon of palatalization and to give you an inkling of
what is involved in the soft sounds. We’ll go into more detail with each of the hard/soft groups
as we continue. For now, listen to Russian recordings and listen for the differences!
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SECTION THREE

Stress in Russian

There is only one stressed syllable in normal Russian words, no matter how long the words grow.
The stressed syllable is the loudest, longest, most prominent syllable in the word. Volume and
energy grow towards the peak of the stressed syllable and decay rapidly afterwards in
preparation for the next word and the next peak. Stress movement is limited to certain patterns
(see the handout on stress patterns in Russian), but the stress can occur on any syllable of a given
word, so you have to learn the stress (and possible shifts if any) when you learn new words.

Some examples of Russian word stress:

1-syllable: I[CHB cTo, 3p;1 etc.

2-syllables: mecro, ropoI[, KHHra cTaThs, CTapI/IK OKHO

3-syllables: uemonaH, MOTOKO, TenedOH, BapBaphl, CIyIIAeT, JKCHIIWHA, Y4HTEINb,
ormm6Ka, cy660Ta, etc.

4-syllables: 3aBTpakaro, ciuymaTenn; (paHIYKEHKA, HAXOJUTCH, IMOHPABHTHCS,
KPAacaBUIA, POMAHTHYHbIH, AHTPOINONOL, 3aHHMAThCSA, HAXOAMTBCS; MPENOJABATE,
103aBuepa, BUOJIOHUEb, KOJIOKOTIA
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Longer words with 5 (sxoHoMuKa), 6 (3apabaTsiBator ‘they earn’), and 7 (IpernogaBaTeIbHUIA
‘teacher’) syllables are not uncommon though! Here are some of the most extreme examples in
the language:

8-syllables: noctonmpumeuarensHocty ‘the sights (for tourists)’

10-syllables: yenoBexoHeHABUCTHHUECTBO ‘misanthropy’
Recall that Russian prepositions are considered part of the following word for stress and voicing
assimilation.

Russian Vowels
Recall that Russian has five basic vowels represented by 10 letters’. Keep in mind that the ten
vowel letters of Russian represent five basic vowel sounds:

hard series  soft series phoneme Front Central Back
bl u i/ High " bl y/10
3 e /el Mid /e 0/é
i /a/ Low a/st
é /o/
Bl 10 h/

> Really only nine if you keep in mind that & is almost never indicated outside of dictionaries and materials for
language learners.
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Vowel Reduction

The high vowels do not change their overall quality when not in stressed position, although they
do lack the other qualities associated with the strong word stress (loud, long, etc.). The other
Russian vowel sounds reduce, i.e., change the quality of their sound, when they do not form the
stressed syllable.

" and b1

The high vowels u and b1 do not reduce when not stressed. Although u and s are considered the
same phoneme /i/, they do have quite a different pronunciation, b1 is high but more central in the
mouth than u. Russian m occurs initially and after soft consonants, b1 occurs after hard
consonants. Curiously, this also means that since prepositions are considered part of the
following word for pronunciation, that what is written n will sound like bt after hard
prepositions, e.g., B Nuaun [BBIH,[[I/II/I] B Wramuu [Berramuu]. With prefixes you’ll see this
spelled out, e.g., urpars/ceirpats ‘play’. Also the consonants x and ur that are always hard will
be followed by bI in pronunciation, even though u is written, e.g., nepexusér ‘will survive’,
LIUTH ‘sew’.
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y and 10

The high back vowels y and 1o do not reduce. When y/1o is surrounded by soft consonants, it will
have a rounded quality to it, similar to French u or German i, but this is a finer point and is not a
frequent environment. Examples: uyTs ‘little bit’, mo6umo ‘I love’.

Reduction of a and o

When stressed, Russian a and o have their full quality [a] and [0]. Russian stressed o is highly
rounded, i.e., pronounced with rounded lips. Immediately before the stressed syllable, a and o
sound like [a]°. After the stress and more than one syllable before the stress, a and o sound like
the schwa sound [9] (like Engl uh, nut, and the second vowel in senate).

The tonic syllable is another term for the stressed syllable. Note the reduction of a and o in
pretonic, tonic, and posttonic positions.

vowel pre-pretonic, etc. pretonic tonic posttonic, etc.
a 2 a a 9
0 9 a 0 &)

% Sometimes this is indicated with [A] in phonetic transcription to distinguish pretonic a from tonic a, which is

longer, louder, more prominent when stressed.
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An exception to the pre-pretonic pronunciation is when a or o occurs in initial position, where it
is not reduced any further than to [a]: ananac [ananac], onurapx [amurapx].

Try these examples:

ap0ys3, aHTPAKT, rnasa CKaHI[aH KaKOI/I aBaHrap;[, KaTaCTpO(pa KapaBaH Hapaz[OKc 6apa6aH
KOJIOKOJIA, OHA, OHO, OKHO, OKHA, OJIMH, POMAH, BOK3aJI, FOTOB, BOIIPOC, MOJIOKO, TApaKaH, FOPO/,
roposa, rdpona, ronmaé, I‘O’JIOBy, KOCMOHABT, OCTPOB, OCTpOBé

Reduction of 3 and e

The reduction of /e is less complicated than for a and o. Stressed /e is pronounced [¢]. Both
pretonic and posttonic 3/e reduces to u. Stressed 3/e followed by a soft consonant is pronounced
[e], e.g. ecT [jest] vs. ecTb [és’t’], oTo [€ta] vs. otu [ét’1], JIena [I’ena] vs. o Jlene [al’én’i]

Try these examples:
Tene(bOH OTBET, OTBETHTE, Oeper, Ha Gepery, Gepera, He60, Hebeca, CEHTIOPD, B CEHTIAOPE, CHer,
pecTopaH
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Reduction of é

When ¢ is stressed, it is the vowel sound o, preceded by a soft consonant. Just as with o, it only
receives the full pronunciation when stressed. When unstressed, € becomes e and reduces as e
does. When € is written, it serves to mark the stressed syllable, rather than é.

Try these examples:
HECET, JKUBET, YUTAET, 03€P0, 03€PA, KEHA, HKEHDI

Reduction of Russian s

When fully stressed, s is pronounced like a, with a preceding soft consonant or a j sound if in
initial position or preceded by another vowel or a 5/6. When not under stress, s reduces like e/3
before the stress and after the stress it reduces like e/> unless it is in a standard ending (nouns,
adjectives, verbs), where it reduces like a/o.

When surrounded by palatalized consonants and under stress’, the [a] sound will raise up to
become an [&] (as in Engl cat, adder, snap, etc.).

"You’d be under stress too if you were all surrounded by palatalized consonants.
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So, this all means...

MsIco [m’4sa], roBopsiT [govar’at], craThs [stat’ja], Mosi [maja] [Full stress, pronounced
like a.]

msicHuK [m’is’n’ik] [Before the stress, reduces like e/3.]

s3bIk [jizyk] [Before the stress, reduces like e/3.]

mecsiy [m’és’its] [This is just after the stress, not part of an ending, so reduces like e/5.]
Henens [n’id’é1’a] [Part of a grammatical ending, so reduces like o/a.]

npocst [pros’at] [Part of a grammatical ending, so reduces like o/a.]

msith [p’aet’] [Stressed and surrounded by soft consonants. ]

vs. TsThIH [p atyj] [Stressed, but not surrounded by soft consonants.]

vs. 6e3 st [b’isp’iti] [Surrounded by soft consonants, but not stressed. ]

So, how would you pronounce s in the following words from Kapruna?

BpeMsi, TIIANETh, Tops, Tps3u (cf. Tpsa3b), TPS3HBIM, KPBUIBSIMH, MaJsp, MOs, HamyJscs,
00BaIAIACh, ITOHSII, CBUHBS, S
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SECTION FOUR
Hard and Soft Consonants Revisited

Keeping in mind that the soft consonants arose in the environment followed by a front vowel (/1/,
/e/) or a /j/ (called jot, the j here sounds like English consonant y in yelp®. You can kind of think
of this as the front vowel or j rubbing off on the consonant and forcing it to adapt to the
conditions of the front vowel or j. Some groups of consonants succumb to these demands better
than others, based on where you make these sounds in your mouth. The dental sounds (you make
them with the blade’ of the tongue against the teeth) are the most compatible with palatalization
because they are very close to the palate in your mouth. The labials (you make them with your
lips) include bilabials (you make them with both upper and lower lips) and labiodentals (you
make them with your lower lip and top teeth) and can be palatalized in Russian, but the acoustics

¥ The consonants /j/ and /w/ are called glides. You might notice they are not the most consonantal of consonants.
They are somewhere between vowels and consonants. On the vowel-y side of things, /j/ becomes the vowel /i/ and
/w/ becomes the vowel /u/. Historically, the /w/ side of things became /v/ in Russian, so you’ll sometimes see
alternations like in the oBa verbs where oBa~y alternate.

? The blade of the tongue is just behind the tip of the tongue.
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of labials and labiodentals is not very compatible with the notion of palatalization. Likewise,
velar sounds (you make them at the back of your mouth with the back of your tongue against the
velum) are further away from the palate and don’t deal well with palatalization (so you’ll notice
that r/k/x don’t occur with the vowels o, a, y in Russian, only with u and e'”.

Sometimes beginners are encouraged to distinguish the hard consonants from the soft consonants
by pronouncing the soft consonants with a following y-sound'’, so Tor would be [t6t] and TéTs
would be [tyotya], but you really don’t want to get into a habit of this. Russian Tb is a distinct,
soft consonant, not T + it. We do sometimes have sequences of consonant plus [j]'* and we’ll see
how to deal with that below. When you make most of the soft consonants, think of positioning
your tongue/teeth/lips as for the hard consonant, but at the same time raise the middle part of
your tongue towards the roof of your mouth (the palate) and broaden your lips into a smile. If
you think of smiling when you say soft consonants, this will help you.

' This statement is almost true. There is a verb TkaTs ‘weave’ conjugated TKy, TKEIIb, TKYT.

"' I’'m going to use Engl y here because I want to make sure you don’t confuse [j] with the sound in English judge
and also I don’t want to dignify this approach by using proper phonetic symbols! :)

2 Now I’'m back to the real symbols.
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Here is a guide to the dentals, labials, and velars with some notes where these sounds differ from
their English counterparts.

Dentals
Hard Soft Description Hard Notes Soft Notes
I Jb voiced dental stop blade of tongue against blade of tongue against
teeth teeth, mid tongue to palate,
smile
T Thb voiceless dental stop blade of tongue against blade of tongue against
teeth; no puff of air when teeth, mid tongue to palate,
you release smile; no puff of air when
you release
3 3b voiced dental fricative blade of tongue against blade of tongue against
teeth teeth, mid tongue to palate,
smile
c Ch voiceless dental fricative blade of tongue against blade of tongue against
teeth teeth, mid tongue to palate,
smile
H Hb voiced dental nasal stop blade of tongue against blade of tongue against

teeth

teeth, mid tongue to palate,
smile
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Labials
Hard Soft Description Hard Notes Soft Notes
6 03 voiced bilabial stop mid tongue to palate, smile
I b voiceless bilabial stop no puff of air when you no puff of air when you
release release
B Bb voiced labiodental stop mid tongue to palate, smile
¢ ¢p voiceless labiodental stop mid tongue to palate, smile
M Mb voiced bilabial nasal stop mid tongue to palate, smile
Velars
Hard Soft Description Hard Notes Soft Notes
r TH, e voiced velar stop mid tongue to palate, smile
K KH, K€ voiceless velar stop no puff of air when you mid tongue to palate, smile;
release no puff of air when you
release
X XU, X€ voiceless velar fricative make sure you get the make sure you get the

clearing your throat sound

clearing your throat sound;
mid tongue to palate, smile
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Distinctions of the type Ta—r1s—Tbs"

When a soft consonant is followed by jot (the ii-sound), then we can hear a third distinction
between a hard consonant, a soft consonant, and a consonant cluster consisting of soft consonant
plus jot.

Try pronouncing these:
na i b

Ta T ThsI
3a 351 3bsI
ca cst Chbs
Ha Hs HbSI
0a 0s1 Obst
mna s b
Ba BSI Bbs
dba s bbs
Ma MsI MbSI

pa ps pbst

13 .
Here, T is used as an example of any hard and soft consonant and a/s as an example of any vowel.
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Try pronouncing these sets of words:
14T, MATh, MbsSH — 10T, [I8Tp, MbEM — II3T, TETh, nbeca — TOHOT TOHHT XJIOHI:SI — pr6a
pr651 Bop061>51 — 6ym<a BGCTI/IGIOJII: 6BIOT — qepTa qepT;I CTaTLsI — ,Z[BIM C,Z[I/IM CyIbH —

BLexan CSIIU: — cyz[a CIOI[SI — HOCBI HOCI/I .HI/ICBI/I
— C3p, cep — BCGM C"beM — CeCTB C’bCCTb — CCMKa ChbEMKA — 321 34, 3]351 — HGJIB3$I l[py3I>$I

The liquid sounds p/x and pb/ab

The liquid sounds /r/ and /1/, as the name liquid suggests, are not well defined in the mouth, so
description of what you do with your tongue and teeth lacks precision. The hard p/m and the soft
pw/1b are very prominent in Russian and differ quite a bit from each other (more than merely the
addition of tongue to palate and a smile as with the consonants discussed above). I might go so
far as to say that the hard i1 and the soft ps are the two hardest sounds to pronounce in Russian.

7 and b

The closest we get in English to the Russian hard 1 is to make the / in gir/ and hold onto that /,
feel where it is in your mouth, and try to repeat that when you encounter a Russian hard 1. You
should be able to feel that the tip of the tongue is against the top teeth and the body of the tongue
drops down to make a valley between the tip and the back of the tongue. The soft 16 is quite a bit
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easier. Mash your tongue (from tip to blade to mid) up to the roof of your mouth (tip and blade to
the teeth, mid to the palate), smile, and make and release the .

p and po

Russian p is trilled, but not very much. You basically get 1-2 flaps. It’s really more of what is
usually called a tap or flap than a trill and the good thing is, we have taps/flaps in English. The
closest we have to the Russian p is the sound of Engl -t~ or -dd- in words like latter, ladder,
better, butter, etc. The problem is that we then have our Engl r right after that, which confuses
things, but if you think of pronouncing Russian words with p as if they were an English sequence
of -tt- or -dd-, this might help you. If you’re having trouble trilling your Russian p, I can suggest
some other exercises as well. Once you’ve gotten the regular hard p down, then you have to
figure out how to palatalize it and this is quite tricky. You do want to raise the mid part of your
tongue to the palate and smile, but you still need to leave enough tip of your tongue to flap. It’s
quite awkward.
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SECTION FIVE

Consonants that are always hard
X, 11, 11 are always hard

The Russian 11 is a combination of T+c, but this sound is always hard, it doesn’t soften.

The Russian x and m are made very low in the mouth, distinct from the English versions we
have in words like shall and vision. The closest approximation Russian has to English /j/ as in
Jjeans is mx, which also has this same sound following a: mxuHCH ‘jeans’, KyHH ‘jungle’.

There is no variation in pronunciation depending on the following vowel (>ku, mm are hard, so
the vowel is pronounced as b1) or even the presence of the soft sign (tei-form of verbs -ems/-
€1Ib/-UIIB ).
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Consonants that are always soft
9, 11, i are always soft

Russian 4 is pronounced with the mid tongue to the palate and a smile, making it soft sounding,
unlike the rather plain ch-sound in English chips.

The contemporary standard is to pronounce this as a longer, soft version of m. Think of m1 as
[§’§8’] and smile broadly with mid tongue raised to the palate. However, you may see 11 described
as a similar to the sequence shch in Engl fresh cheese and you may hear this in some older styles
of pronunciation.

There is no variation in pronunciation depending on the following vowel (ua, ma are soft, the
vowel is part of the spelling rules).

Russian i1 can hardly help being soft, but we do need to remember to raise our mid tongue to the
palate and smile broadly when pronouncing it in Russian.
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The good news
If you know these rules well, aside from a few exceptions, you’ll be able to pronounce any
Russian word for which you know the position of the stress.

IMozapasisito Bac! (‘Congratulations!”)



